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Executive Summary 

A mapping and gap analysis exercise is being undertaken by the Department of 
Indigenous Affairs (DIA) to review services currently available to Indigenous 
persons in the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley.  Data Analysis Australia was 
commissioned to compile this statistical report that will be used by DIA to 
support and inform this process.  

Statistics and quantitative information was gathered from a variety of 
government and non-government sources, the Census of Population and 
Housing and other Australian Bureau of Statistics collections, and from 
publications and reports available from the Internet.  Statistics by Indigenous 
status are presented where this breakdown was readily available.  The themes 
of statistics covered by this report are: 

·  General population demographics and trends; 

·  Health and community services; 

·  Housing and infrastructure; 

·  Justice, safety and security; 

·  Education; and 

·  Income and employment. 

The focus was on statistics for the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley.  Statistics 
for the Kimberley as a whole were also gathered if more localized information 
was not available. 

Findings 

The statistics present a clear picture of the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley 
community and the status of its Indigenous residents.  There is a demonstrated 
difference between the status of the Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
populations across all sectors investigated: 

·  General population demographics and trends – a significantly higher 
proportion of the Indigenous population are aged 14 years or younger, 
compared to the non-Indigenous population (37% compared to 19%); 

·  Income – the higher income brackets are dominated by non-Indigenous 
individuals, families and households; 

·  Employment –the unemployment rate for the Indigenous population is 
74% (excluding CDEP employment) compared to 3% of the non-
Indigenous population.  However, of the Indigenous labour force, a 
further 67% are in the Community Development Employment Program 
(CDEP).  Indigenous persons are over-represented as labourers and 
related workers and under-represented as managers and administrators; 
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·  Education – Indigenous students are more likely to leave the education 
system after compulsory schooling with just 25% of Indigenous 
persons aged 15 and over having completed Year 11 or above, 
compared with 54% of non-Indigenous persons.  The trend continues 
for post secondary education, with just 6% of the Indigenous persons 
aged 15 and over having completed some form of non-school 
qualification compared to 47% of the non-Indigenous population; 

·  Housing – the Indigenous population typically have more residents per 
dwelling, are more likely to be renting and have inferior or inadequate 
housing conditions compared to the non-Indigenous population.  
Approximately 85% to 90% of Homeswest tenants in the Shire of 
Derby are Indigenous; 

·  Health – rates of death of Indigenous persons due to circulatory 
disease, injury and poisoning, and diabetes are all several times higher 
than for non-Indigenous persons. Rates of hospitalisation are about 
11.1 times more likely for diabetes, 3.7 times more likely for 
respiratory disease, 2.7 times more likely for injury and poisoning and 
2.2 times more likely for circulatory disease;   

·  Drugs - the Indigenous population is over-represented as clients for the 
Kimberley Drug Service Team, with alcohol (75%) and Cannabis 
(18%) the principal drugs used by these clients.  The Derby Sobering 
Up Centre has 99% Indigenous clients, a majority (68%) of whom were 
only admitted once; 

·  Community Services – the majority of the Department of Community 
Development’s clients in Derby are Indigenous (83%).  Of the 
Indigenous clients, 73% contact the service seeking financial 
counselling; 

·  Suicide – the suicide rate for males in the West Kimberley is 
significantly higher than the Metropolitan and State averages; and 

·  Justice, safety and security – there are substantially higher rates of 
offences committed by the Indigenous population than the non-
Indigenous population.  The arrest rates for violent offences are 34 
times higher, for property offences are 22 times higher and for good 
order offences are 29 times higher for the Indigenous population (rates 
based on arrests per 1,000 people). 

·  Victims of Crime - the rate of victimisation of Indigenous persons for 
reported violent offences in WA in 2001 was 5,517 per 100,000 
persons, which is roughly 5 times the rate for non-Indigenous persons.   
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1. Introduction  

Qualitative and quantitative statistical data can build a picture of the socio-
economic landscape of a region, to identify gaps and shortcomings in the 
current service provision to sectors of the community. 

The Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) commissioned Data Analysis 
Australia to compile a statistical report to support a mapping and gap analysis 
exercise for the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley.  The work will be used by 
DIA in collaboration with Federal, State and Local governments and key 
Indigenous community and non-government stakeholders to review services 
currently available to Indigenous persons in the Shire. 

1.1 Methodology 

The methodology adopted for this study consists of the following four steps: 

·  Identifying existing data sources and demographic information for the 
Shire of Derby - West Kimberley; 

·  Collating and presenting the information in a format that is useful for 
local decision makers; 

·  Undertaking data analysis as required to assist in the interpretation of 
data; and 

·  Summarising the overall findings and suggestions for ways that DIA 
might address gaps in service provision to assist in monitoring services 
and service improvements.  

A number of stakeholders, both local and in metropolitan government 
departments and research centers, were contacted and asked to provide Data 
Analysis Australia with statistics and information on the Shire of Derby - West 
Kimberley with a particular focus on how Indigenous persons contributed to, 
or were affected by various aspects of the community.  A large proportion of 
the statistics in this report were gained from this method. 

Further statistics and quantitative information was gleaned from published 
reports and documents either provided by the stakeholders or found through 
desktop research. 
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2. Data Analysis and Findings 

The information gathered for this report was initially collected by agencies and 
service providers for other purposes and without this study in mind.  Hence not 
all statistics are available at the same geographic level and not all are available 
separately for the Indigenous and non-Indigenous populations.  Unless 
otherwise specified, the data presented in this report refers to the whole of the 
Shire of Derby - West Kimberley. 

2.1 Overview of the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley 

2.1.1 The Shire 

The Shire of Derby - West Kimberley, shown in Figure 1, is a Statistical Local 
Area as defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) that spans 
104,080 square kilometres.   

 

Figure 1.  Geography of the Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley. 
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According to the 2001 Census of Population and Housing, it had an 
enumerated population of 8,988 persons, of whom 4,127 were Indigenous 
(46%), as shown in Table 1.  This proportion is far higher than for many Local 
Government Areas in Western Australia.   

Indigenous Status Males Females Total 

Indigenous 2,028 2,099 4,127 

Non-Indigenous 1,996 1,554 3,550 

Not Stated 1,012 299 1,311 

Total 5,036 3,952 8,988 

Table 1.  Derby - West Kimber ley 2001 population statistics. (Source: 
2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

The estimated resident population at June 2003 as calculated by the ABS is 
8,672 persons. 

Differences in the demography of the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley, the 
Kimberley statistical division and the major statistical region of Regional WA 
(i.e. Western Australia excluding the Metropolitan region) can be examined 
through investigation of Census data (refer to Appendix on page 50 for 2001 
figures).  A summary of the notable findings for the Shire of Derby – West 
Kimberley is given below: 

·  Derby – West Kimberley has a higher proportion of males to females 
than regional WA, but this is also the case for the Kimberley region as 
a whole.  The Shire is also similar to the Kimberley in regards to the 
population’s age profile. 

·  The majority of Derby – West Kimberley’s population aged 15 or over 
has completed compulsory schooling (74%).  Of the people who have 
non-school qualifications, certificates were most prevalent. 

·  The Shire of Derby – West Kimberley’s workforce is largely employed 
in the government administration and defence (24%), health and 
community services (12%) and personal and other services (10%).  
The Shire has a lower participation in the labour force (60% of people 
aged 15 years and over in the Shire are in the labour force, compared 
to 65% in Regional WA). 

·  Households in Derby – West Kimberley typically have one or two 
residents (21% and 24% respectively). 

·  34% of households in the Shire have a weekly household income of 
$1,000 or more.  This is less than the wider Kimberley region (40%), 
but the same as Regional WA as a whole (34%).  
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·  A high proportion of households in Derby – West Kimberley rent their 
homes (63%), compared to Regional WA (29% rentals).  A low 
proportion of Derby – West Kimberley households fully own their 
homes (20%, compared to 38% in Regional WA). 

·  67% of the households who rent, pay a weekly rental payment of up to 
$100 in Derby – West Kimberley, and 94% pay up to $200.  The rental 
payments are generally lower than for Regional WA (40% with weekly 
rental payments up to $100, and 89% paying up to $200). 

2.1.2 The ABS Indigenous Area 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics has a geographical classification known as 
Indigenous Areas (IAREs) which are aggregates of Collection Districts (CDs) 
and represent a population of at least 300 Indigenous persons grouped on the 
basis of language, culture or some other community of interest. IAREs 
aggregate to ATSIC Regions.  IAREs cover the whole of Australia. 

The IARE of Derby (Derby – West Kimberley (S) central) covers 56 square 
km around the Town Centre and has a population of 3,380, of which 36% are 
Indigenous (see Table 2). 

Indigenous Status Males Females Total 

Indigenous 556 645 1,201 

Non-Indigenous 1,004 896 1,900 

Not Stated 157 122 279 

Total 1,717 1,663 3,380 

Table 2.  IARE Derby, 2001 population statistics. (Source: 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

2.1.3 Age Distribution 

Indigenous persons make up a significant proportion of Derby - West 
Kimberley’s younger generation (76% of persons aged 14 or under are 
Indigenous), but a smaller proportion of the middle-aged and older generations 
(33% of persons aged 60 or over in the Shire in 2001 were Indigenous).  This 
demographic structure is consistent with other Shires in the Kimberley.  The 
median age in Derby - West Kimberley is comparatively low for Western 
Australia (27.3 as at June 2002, compared to 35.3 for all of WA). 

The difference in the age structure of the Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
populations is noticeable when the percentage of each population across five-
year age categories is considered (Figure 2).  A significantly higher proportion 
of the Indigenous population are aged 14 years or younger, compared to the 
non-Indigenous population (37% compared to 19%). 
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Figure 2.  Age distr ibutions for  Indigenous and Non-Indigenous persons 
of Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley, 2001 (Source: 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

2.1.4 Population Transience 

Rural areas often experience a more transient population, as individuals and 
families come and go for work purposes (often on a contract for a few years) 
or shift closer to Perth for their children’s education.  A high turnover of 
residents can have implications for a community such as a reduced loyalty to 
the area (leading to a reduced interest in advancing the community at an 
individual level) and changes to the type and availability of services.   

The Australian Bureau of Statistics collects information in each Census on 
each person’s current place of residence and their place of residence five years 
ago (the time of the last Census).  Data Analysis Australia has access to a 
summary of this information at the level of the Statistical Sub-Division (SSD).  
The Fitzroy SSD includes the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley and the Shire 
of Broome.  This is the lowest geographical area for which the data is made 
available. 

Figure 3 shows the percentage by five-year age groups of residents in 2001 
who were in the same SSD at the time of the 1996 Census.  The vertical bars 
represent the percentages in the Fitzroy SSD, and the lines represent the 
average across all Western Australian SSDs (excluding migratory, off-shore 
and non-classifiable areas), for comparison.  Separate percentages are 
presented for the Indigenous and non-Indigenous populations.  
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Figure 3. Percentage of the 2001 population who resided in the same SSD 
in 1996. (Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian 
Bureau of Statistics). 

This figure very clearly demonstrates that the non-Indigenous population of 
Fitzroy is much more transient than the Indigenous population, with a 
substantially lower percentage of 2001 non-Indigenous residents also having 
resided there in 1996.  This result is consistent across all age groups, and is 
even more pronounced for the 20 to 29 year age groups.  This finding is 
consistent with other research conducted by Data Analysis Australia, which 
has shown that non-Indigenous persons in Northern regions of Western 
Australia often reside in remote areas for relatively short-term work purposes 
(often just a few years) before returning closer to Perth either for work or for 
their children’s education.  

The Indigenous population in the Fitzroy SSD is more stable across all age 
groups, with between 79% and 95% of the 2001 population also having lived 
in the region in 1996.  This is substantially higher than for the Western 
Australian Indigenous average (represented by the pink line marked with 
triangles), indicating that Indigenous persons in Fitzroy are more likely to 
remain in their SSD over a five year period.  As Fitzroy covers a large 
geographical area, people may have shifted a considerable distance while still 
remaining in the same SSD. 

2.1.5 Population Projections 

Population projections form a key component of any forecast of demand for 
future service requirements and provision.  Table 3 (Non-Indigenous 
projections) and Table 4 (Indigenous projections) contain Data Analysis 
Australia’s population projections for the Fitzroy SSD (contains Broome and 
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Derby - West Kimberley).  The projections are based on 2001 Census counts, 
2001 birth and death rates and migration between the 1996 and 2001 Censuses.  

An important consideration when looking at these projections is that the 
Census shows the number of people counted in the area on Census night 
(‘enumerated’  population), whereas the data used for the calculation of these 
tables is based on the estimated resident population.  Resident population is 
also sourced from the ABS, and as it reflects the number of people that 
normally reside in an area, is more appropriate for forecasting purposes. 

 Non-Indigenous Persons (including Indigenous status not stated) 

Age Group 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 

0 to 4 885 1,177 1,056 856 732 779 918 

5 to 9 833 987 1,297 1,210 1,000 854 885 

10 to 14 632 889 1,062 1,385 1,321 1,107 946 

15 to 19 623 556 820 956 1,261 1,154 955 

20 to 24 1,061 499 508 769 872 1,164 1,018 

25 to 29 1,378 1,105 542 540 800 907 1,202 

30 to 34 1,415 1,476 1,208 635 599 855 977 

35 to 39 1,145 1,495 1,579 1,318 733 661 912 

40 to 44 1,024 1,205 1,565 1,669 1,414 819 716 

45 to 49 912 1,064 1,252 1,618 1,738 1,491 890 

50 to 54 692 950 1,118 1,315 1,690 1,834 1,598 

55 to 59 545 722 989 1,175 1,383 1,767 1,938 

60 to 64 342 550 735 1,005 1,202 1,418 1,804 

65 to 69 230 330 528 710 968 1,164 1,375 

70 to 74 164 209 300 480 648 880 1,063 

75 to 79 97 132 171 246 396 540 728 

80 to 84 34 63 89 116 169 273 377 

85+ 41 23 25 32 44 64 103 

Total 12,053 13,432 14,844 16,035 16,970 17,731 18,405 

Table 3. Non-Indigenous population projections for  Fitzroy (Shire of 
Derby - West Kimber ley and Broome combined) by age group to 2031. 
(Source: Data Analysis Australia Population Projections). 
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 Indigenous Persons 

Age Group 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 

0 to 4 1,084 1,059 1,158 1,262 1,362 1,422 1,476 

5 to 9 1,034 1,076 1,051 1,150 1,252 1,352 1,412 

10 to 14 1,005 1,025 1,067 1,042 1,141 1,242 1,342 

15 to 19 847 995 1,015 1,057 1,032 1,129 1,230 

20 to 24 726 837 984 1,003 1,045 1,020 1,117 

25 to 29 665 704 812 955 973 1,015 990 

30 to 34 663 643 681 785 924 941 983 

35 to 39 603 638 617 655 756 889 906 

40 to 44 467 574 609 588 626 722 848 

45 to 49 366 438 538 572 551 588 678 

50 to 54 226 335 402 494 526 507 541 

55 to 59 173 194 288 347 427 455 438 

60 to 64 168 139 156 233 281 347 370 

65 to 69 126 121 102 114 171 209 257 

70 to 74 91 76 73 61 70 104 129 

75 to 79 49 40 36 33 28 33 47 

80 to 84 44 20 18 16 14 12 15 

85+ 36 38 28 22 18 16 14 

Total 8,373 8,952 9,635 10,389 11,197 12,003 12,793 

Table 4. Indigenous population projections for  Fitzroy (Shire of Derby - 
West Kimber ley and Broome combined) by age group to 2031.  (Source: 
Data Analysis Australia Population Projections). 

The population measured in 2001 and projected for 2011 and 2021 are 
graphically presented in Figure 4.  The ageing of the population, a phenomena 
affecting the whole of Australia, is quite evident over the projected period for 
the non-Indigenous population.  The ‘bulge’  seen in 2001 around the 20-44 
year age groups shifts to the 30-54 year age groups in 2011, and by 2021 is 
around the 40-64 year age groups.   

The Indigenous population is less a part of the ageing population phenomena, 
due to lower life expectancies and higher birth rates.  Hence the projected 
Indigenous population profile maintained its shape of high proportions of 
young people and decreasing population as age increases, though the total 
population is projected to increase. 
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Figure 4.  Indigenous and Non-Indigenous 2001 population and projected 
population for  2011 and 2021 for  Fitzroy (Shire of Derby - West 
Kimber ley and Broome combined).  (Source: Data Analysis Australia 
Population Projections). 

2.2 Income  

2.2.1 Family Income 

Typically, Indigenous families in the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley have 
low family incomes, whilst families with non-Indigenous members dominate 
the higher income brackets (see Figure 5).   
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Figure 5. Weekly Family Income by Indigenous Status of family 2001.  
(Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics). 
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2.2.2 Household Income 

Households can consist of more than one family, several unrelated persons, 
and lone-person households.  Household incomes in the Shire have a similar 
distribution to family incomes, but with slightly less extreme differences 
(Figure 6).   
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Figure 6. Weekly Household Income by Indigenous Status of family 2001.  
(Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics). 

When interpreting this data, it is important to consider the differences in 
household sizes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous households, as a 
large household has to spread the household income over more people than a 
smaller one.  This data is presented in Figure 7.  
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Figure 7. Number of persons usually resident per  household by 
Indigenous status of household, 2001.  (Source: 2001 Census of Population 
and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 
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This figure indicates that non-Indigenous households in Derby - West 
Kimberley have quite low numbers of people per household, whilst Indigenous 
households have a large range of household sizes, including 8% of Indigenous 
households containing ten or more people.  These statistics show that 
Indigenous households and families are disadvantaged financially, due to the 
combination of lower incomes and more members.  

Another factor to consider when investigating these figures, is that the lower 
incomes of Indigenous households and families may be partially attributed to 
the age distribution of the Indigenous persons of the Shire, with 37% of the 
Indigenous population not of working age (14 years or younger). 

2.3 Employment 

2.3.1 General Employment Statistics 

The 2001 unemployment rate for Indigenous persons in the Shire of Derby - 
West Kimberley was 6.5%, if people on the Community Development 
Employment Program are counted as employed (as the ABS does).  However, 
as CDEP is intended as a work-readiness and training scheme, people in the 
program can also be considered as unemployed, which brings the Indigenous 
unemployment rate up to 73.5%. 

Employment Category 
Indigenous  % 
labour  force 

Non-Indigenous  % 
labour  force 

Community Development Employment 
Program (CDEP)  

67.0% 2.8% 

Non-CDEP Employed  26.5% 94.7% 

Unemployed  6.5% 2.6% 

In the Labour  Force (Total) 100.0% 100.0% 

Table 5.  Derby - West Kimber ley Employment statistics for  persons 15 
years and over , 2001 (Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, 
Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

Indigenous persons in the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley also have a low 
level of participation in the labour force.  Around 62% of the Indigenous 
persons aged 15 or over are in the labour force, as shown in Table 6, compared 
to 72% for the non-Indigenous population.  The proportion of Indigenous 
persons (aged 15 or over) that are not in the labour force includes 5% that are 
aged 65 or over, 3% that are still at high school, and 2% that are studying full-
time at a tertiary institution (TAFE or University).  This leaves 28% of 
Indigenous persons aged 15 or over who reason for not being in the labour 
force is unexplained by the available statistics. 
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Category Indigenous 
Non-

Indigenous 

In the Labour Force  61.9% 72.1% 

Not in the Labour Force  38.1% 27.9% 

Table 6. Derby - West Kimber ley labour  force par ticipation rates, for  
persons 15 years and over , who stated their  employment status, 2001 
(Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics). 

2.3.2 Occupations 

Indigenous persons in the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley are significantly 
over-represented as labourers and related workers (56% vs. 9%).  They are 
most under-represented as managers and administrators, professionals, 
associate professionals, and tradespersons and related workers (Table 7). 

Occupation Category Indigenous  
Non-

Indigenous  

Managers and Administrators 2% 9% 

Professionals 7% 22% 

Associate Professionals 5% 14% 

Tradespersons and Related Workers 5% 15% 

Advanced Clerical and Service Workers 1% 3% 

Intermediate Clerical, Sales and Service Workers 15% 12% 

Intermediate Production and Transport Workers 5% 9% 

Elementary Clerical, Sales and Service Workers 5% 7% 

Labourers and Related Workers 56% 9% 

Table 7.  Occupation category and row percentages for  employed persons 
in Derby - West Kimber ley by Indigenous status, 2001 (Source: 2001 
Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

2.3.3 Industry 

Indigenous persons are also over-represented in the government administration 
and defence sector, with 50% of all employed Indigenous persons working in 
this category (Table 8).  This could be in part due to a large proportion of 
CDEP employment fitting into this category, however, not all CDEP 
employment is classified this way.  As a result, Indigenous workers are under-
represented in all other categories except for property and business services, 
cultural and recreational services, and personal and other services. 
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Industry Category Indigenous  
Non-

Indigenous  

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 4% 8% 

Mining 1% 9% 

Manufacturing 0% 4% 

Electricity, Gas and Water Supply 0% 1% 

Construction 3% 7% 

Wholesale Trade 0% 3% 

Retail Trade 2% 9% 

Accommodation, Cafes and Restaurants 1% 6% 

Transport and Storage 1% 6% 

Communication Services 0% 1% 

Finance and Insurance 0% 1% 

Property and Business Services 6% 6% 

Government Administration and Defence 50% 7% 

Education 5% 9% 

Health and Community Services 10% 14% 

Cultural and Recreational Services 1% 1% 

Personal and Other Services 14% 7% 

Non-classifiable economic units 0% 1% 

Total 100% 100% 

Table 8.  Industry category and row percentages for  employed persons in 
the Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley by Indigenous status, 2001 (Source: 
2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

2.4 Education and Training 

2.4.1 Preschool, Primary and Secondary Schooling 

2.4.1.1 General Information 

The Shire of Derby - West Kimberley contains 15 schools.  Of these, ten are  
government schools as listed in Table 9, one is a Catholic school: Holy Rosary 
School, and four are Aboriginal Independent Schools (AICS): Kulkarriya 
Community School, Nyikina Mangala Community School, Wulungarra School 
and Yakanarra Community School.  Their locations are shown in Figure 8 
along with those in the East Kimberley area (note: Wangkatjungka Remote 
Community School is considered to be in the Shire of Derby – West 
Kimberley by the Department of Education and Training, even though it is 
located in Halls Creek). 

Derby and Fitzroy Crossing District High Schools have 61% of the total 
full-time students enrolled in government schools in the Shire.  These two 
schools also have the highest proportion of non-Indigenous students (34% and 
12% respectively), with the exception of the Kimberley School of the Air, 



 DATA  ANAL YSIS 
 AUSTRAL IA P T Y  

L T D  

 

DIA/2 Report – January 2005 14 
(Ref: Q:\job\dia2\shire derby\reports\dia2_ereport_derby20050131v2.doc) 

which has 62% of the 76 full-time students being non-Indigenous.  The 
Government Remote Community Schools have between 91% and 100% 
Indigenous students, and generally have a lower number of full-time students 
per teaching staff member. 

School 

Total 
Teaching 

Staff Years 

Total Full 
Time 

Students 

% 
Indigenous 
Students 

Ratio 
students to 

staff 

Bayulu Remote Community School 8 K-7 66 91% 8.3 

Derby District High School 39 K-12 397 66% 10.2 

Djugerari Remote Community School 3 K-7 13 100% 4.3 

Fitzroy Crossing District High School 27 K-11 268 88% 9.9 

Kimberley School of the Air 10 K-7 76 38% 7.6 

Looma Remote Community School 12 K-11 109 98% 9.1 

Muludja Remote Community School 3 K-7 23 100% 7.7 

Ngalapita Remote Community School 2 K-9 14 100% 7.0 

Wananami Remote Community School 4 K-12 27 97% 6.8 

Wangkatjungka Remote Community 
School 

8 K-12 89 100% 11.1 

Table 9. Statistics for  government schools (does not include independent 
schools) in the Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley, Semester  2, 2004 
(Source: Department of Education and Training WA website). 

 

Figure 8.  Location of schools in the Derby – West Kimber ley and 
Wyndham – East Kimber ley area.  (Note: Wangkatjungka Remote 
Community School is considered to be in the Shire of Derby – West 
Kimber ley by the Department of Education and Training, even though it 
is located in Halls Creek). 
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Enrolment figures from both government and independent schools in the Shire 
of Derby - West Kimberley from kindergarten to Year 12 are shown in Table 
10. 

Students 2003 Students 2004 

Year  Group Indigenous 
Non-

Indigenous 
% 

Indigenous Indigenous 
Non-

Indigenous 
% 

Indigenous 

Kindergarten 157 21 88% 172 48 78% 

Pre-primary 258 53 83% 303 74 80% 

Year 1 64 22 74% 114 37 75% 

Year 2 131 31 81% 68 21 76% 

Year 3 123 32 79% 128 28 82% 

Year 4 95 29 77% 123 34 78% 

Year 5 81 33 71% 88 33 73% 

Year 6 102 26 80% 77 31 71% 

Year 7 100 31 76% 91 26 78% 

Year 8 90 19 83% 92 16 85% 

Year 9 89 17 84% 87 16 84% 

Year 10 73 14 84% 56 13 81% 

Year 11 42 9 82% 20 9 69% 

Year 12 16 8 67% 8 6 57% 

Table 10. Derby government and independent school students 2003-2004 
(Source: Education Department of WA).  These figures exclude full fee 
paying students, senior  campus mature age students and senior  college 
students.  Repeating students have been included. 

Table 11 shows the highest level of education completed by people aged 15 
years and over, and indicates that Indigenous persons are not completing as 
much schooling as non-Indigenous persons.  Just under 13% of Indigenous 
persons aged 15 years and over have never been to school (and are not 
currently in school) compared to less than 1% of non-Indigenous persons.  
Conversely, 43% of non-Indigenous persons compared to 15% of Indigenous 
persons have completed Year 12 or equivalent. 
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Highest level of Schooling Completed Indigenous 
Non-

Indigenous 

Year 8 or below 14% 7% 

Year 9 or equivalent 13% 7% 

Year 10 or equivalent 32% 31% 

Year 11 or equivalent 10% 11% 

Year 12 or equivalent 15% 43% 

Still at school 3% 0% 

Did not go to school 13% 0% 

Total Persons 15+ 100% 100% 

Table 11. Highest level of schooling completed for  persons 15 years and 
over  who stated their  highest level of schooling status for  Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous persons, Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley, 2001 (Source: 
2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

The information in Table 11 can be re-expressed as the total level of schooling 
completed for persons aged 15 and over, as shown in Table 12.  It is clear from 
this table that 58% of Indigenous persons in the Shire of Derby - West 
Kimberley aged 15 years and over have completed at least Year 10 (or 
equivalent) and are not currently still at school, compared to 85% of non-
Indigenous persons.   

Cumulative level of schooling completed Indigenous  
Non-

Indigenous  

No school completed 13% 0% 

Some or all of Years 1 – 8 completed 14% 7% 

Year 9 or greater completed 71% 92% 

Year 10 or greater completed 58% 85% 

Year 11 or greater completed 25% 54% 

Year 12 or greater completed 15% 43% 

Still at school 3% 0% 

Table 12. Cumulative highest level of schooling completed for  persons 15 
years and over  who stated their  highest level of schooling status for  
Indigenous and non-Indigenous persons, Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley 
2001.  (Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian 
Bureau of Statistics). 

Retention rates were calculated for government and independent schools in 
Derby - West Kimberley for 2004 to determine the year level when people are 
likely to leave the education system.  Retention rates were calculated as the 
percentage of currently enrolled students in the given year group compared to 
those enrolled in Year 8, the corresponding number of years earlier.  For 
example, the retention rate to Year 10 in 2004 is estimated as the percentage of 
students enrolled in Year 10 in 2004 compared to those enrolled in Year 8 two 
years earlier (i.e. 2002), whereas the retention rate to Year 9 in 2004 is the 
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percentage of students enrolled in Year 9 in 2004 compared to those enrolled 
in Year 8 in 2003.   

Indigenous students tend to leave school earlier than non-Indigenous students 
(Table 13).  The majority (57.7%) of Indigenous students enrolled in Year 8 in 
2002 stayed on to Year 10 in 2004 (compared to 54.2% of non-Indigenous 
students).  However, only 9.0% of the Indigenous students who were enrolled 
in Year 8 in 2000 were enrolled in Year 12 in 2004 in Derby - West 
Kimberley, compared to around a third (37.5%) of non-Indigenous students.   

 
Indigenous 

Non-
Indigenous 

To Year 9 96.7% 84.2% 

To Year 10 57.7% 54.2% 

To Year 11 23.0% 47.4% 

To Year 12 9.0% 37.5% 

Table 13. Retention rates from Year 8 in all government and independent 
schools in the Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley, 2004 (Source: 
Department of Education WA). 

2.4.1.2 Groupings of Schools 

The  15 schools in the Shire of Derby – West Kimberley can be separated into 
five categories for further analysis: 

(1) Holy Rosary (Catholic School). 

(2) Kulkarriya Community School, Nyikina Mangala Community School, 
Wulungarra School and Yakanarra Community School (Aboriginal 
Independent Community Schools). 

(3) Bayulu Remote Community School, Djugerari Remote Community 
School, Looma Remote Community School, Mulundja Remote 
Community School, Ngalapita Remote Community School, Wananami 
Remote Community School, Wangkatjungka Remote Community School 
(Government Remote Community Schools). 

(4) Kimberley School of the Air (School of the Air). 

(5) Derby District High School, Fitzroy Crossing District High School (Local 
District Schools). 

Graphs of year groupings for each of these categories are provided in the 
following sub-sections.  Where possible, retention rates were also calculated. 
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2.4.1.2.1 Catholic School Students 
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Figure 9. Catholic School Students enrolled in Semester  2, 2004 in the 
Shire of Derby – West Kimber ley (includes Holy Rosary School).  
(Source: Department of Education WA). 

Note that there are no High School students in Catholic schools in Derby – 
West Kimberley, hence high school retention rates could not be calculated. 

2.4.1.2.2 Aboriginal Independent Community School Students (AICS) 
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Figure 10. Abor iginal Independent Community School Students enrolled 
in Semester  2, 2004 in the Shire of Derby – West Kimber ley (includes 
Kulkarr iya Community School, Nyikina Mangala Community School, 
Wulungarra School and Yakanarra Community School).  (Source: 
Department of Education WA). 
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As there are only very low numbers of High School students enrolled in these 
schools (28 high school students in 2004), meaningful retention rates could not 
be calculated. 

2.4.1.2.3 Remote Community School Students 
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Figure 11. Remote Community School Students enrolled in Semester  2, 
2004 in the Shire of Derby – West Kimber ley (includes Bayulu Remote 
Community School, Djugerar i Remote Community School, Looma 
Remote Community School, Mulundja Remote Community School, 
Ngalapita Remote Community School, Wananami Remote Community 
School, Wangkatjungka Remote Community School.  (Source: 
Department of Education WA). 

Note that Remote Community High School retention rates are only available 
for Indigenous students as there are no non-Indigenous high school students in 
these schools.  A comparison of the Indigenous retention rates from Remote 
Community Schools with Indigenous retention rates from all other schools in 
Derby – West Kimberley is given in Table 14.  As the number of Indigenous 
high school students in Remote Community Schools is small, this table should 
be viewed with caution. 

 

 Indigenous retention rates 

From Year  8 to: 
Remote Community 

Schools All Other  Schools 

Year 9 87.0% 100.0% 

Year 10 54.5% 58.7% 

Year 11 35.3% 20.0% 

Year 12 6.9% 10.0% 

Table 14. 2004 Remote Community School retention rates for  Indigenous 
students.  (Source: Department of Education WA). 
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2.4.1.2.4 School of the Air Students 
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Figure 12. School of the Air  (S.O.T.A.) Students enrolled in Semester  2, 
2004 in the Shire of Derby – West Kimber ley (includes Kimber ley School 
of the Air ).  (Source: Department of Education WA). 

Note that there are no High School students in the Kimberley School of the Air 
in Derby – West Kimberley, hence high school retention rates cannot be 
calculated. 

2.4.1.2.5 Local District School Students 
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Figure 13. Local Distr ict School Students enrolled in Semester  2, 2004 in 
the Shire of Derby – West Kimber ley (includes Derby Distr ict High 
School and Fitzroy Crossing Distr ict High School).  (Source: Department 
of Education WA). 
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Table 15 compares the retention rates of Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
students in Local District Schools.  In 2004, there was an increase in the 
number of Indigenous students enrolled in Year 9 from the previous year of 
Year 8’s, resulting in a retention rate in excess of 100%.  The retention rates of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students are quite similar at the Year 10 level, 
however, the Indigenous students have substantially lower retention rates to 
Year 11 and Year 12. 

 Retention Rates 

From Year  8 to: Indigenous Non-Indigenous 

Year 9 112.0% 88.9% 

Year 10 53.4% 56.5% 

Year 11 19.7% 47.4% 

Year 12 10.7% 37.5% 

Table 15. 2004 Local Distr ict School retention rates for  all students.  
(Source: Department of Education WA). 

2.4.2 Tertiary Education and Training 

2.4.2.1 Enrolments 

Table 16 contains Kimberley training enrolment statistics from TAFE, other 
public providers and other private providers of training that receive funding 
from the Department of Education and Training.  Indigenous figures are 
provided for three years (2001 to 2003) to compare Indigenous enrolments 
over time and non-Indigenous figures for 2003 for comparison. 

In the Kimberley region, the fields that Indigenous persons were training in 
during 2003 were more focused on Targeted Access and Participation Courses 
and Adult Literacy/ESL courses than the non-Indigenous students.  
Non-Indigenous enrolments were more focused on business and administration 
courses (office and clerical, computing, accounting and management).  Apart 
from this, there is not a large difference between the types of courses people 
enrol in.  The total number of course enrolments in 2003 comprised 2,431 
Indigenous, 1,851 non-Indigenous and 231 “ Indigenous status not stated”  
enrolments. 
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 Field of Training 
2001 

Indigenous 
2002 

Indigenous 
2003 

Indigenous 
2003 Non-
Indigenous 

Recreation Sports and Entertainment *** 0.9% 1.0% 3.2% 

Visual and Performing Arts 3.8% 3.0% 7.2% 7.6% 

Automotive *** 1.0% 0.9% 0.6% 

Building and Constructions 6.2% 6.7% 4.7% 1.0% 

Community Service Workers 4.6% 5.6% 5.1% 3.3% 

Education and Childcare 10.9% 6.5% 5.4% 3.1% 

Health 0.5% *** 1.2% 0.0% 

Finance Insurance Property Service Workers *** 0.0% *** *** 

Food Trades and Processing 0.5% 0.0% 0.1% 0.8% 

Clothing Footwear and Soft Furnishings *** 0.0% *** *** 

Engineering and Drafting 0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 1.5% 

Metal and Mining 3.7% 2.6% 1.4% 0.9% 

Forestry, Farming and Landcare 5.5% 9.8% 8.1% 8.2% 

Horticulture 2.2% 3.4% 1.7% 2.1% 

Retail 0.9% 0.9% 0.3% 0.5% 

Cooking 1.9% 0.3% *** *** 

Hospitality 0.2% 1.1% 0.9% 1.9% 

Tourism 4.3% 3.9% 2.3% 1.4% 

Travel agents 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.6% 

Transport Trades, Storage and Associated 2.1% 3.2% 1.2% 6.2% 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering 0.0% *** *** *** 

Electrical Trades *** 0.0% *** *** 

Accounting and Other Business Services 1.1% 0.5% 0.9% 7.2% 

Management 3.6% 2.8% 0.7% 4.3% 

Office and Clerical 7.8% 8.3% 9.8% 21.2% 

Computing 2.0% 1.6% 1.2% 10.5% 

Adult Literacy/ESL 10.9% 13.6% 15.1% 4.2% 

Languages 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 1.4% 

Miscellaneous 1.6% 2.0% 2.8% 5.0% 

Targeted Access and Participation Courses 25.4% 21.8% 27.7% 3.5% 

Table 16. Training Course Enrolment Statistics Kimber ley 2003 by 
Indigenous Status (Source: DET).  Note: ***  indicates category did not 
exist in this year . (Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, 
Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

2.4.2.2 Completions 

The gap in completed qualifications between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
persons is quite clear from Table 17.  Only 6% of Indigenous persons aged 15 
or over stated that they had completed a non-school qualification, compared to 
47% of non-Indigenous persons.   
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Highest Non - School Qualification Completed Indigenous  
Non-

Indigenous  

Postgraduate Degree  0% 2% 

Graduate Diploma and Graduate Certificate 0% 3% 

Bachelor Degree 1% 13% 

Advanced Diploma and Diploma 1% 8% 

Certificate 3% 22% 

Subtotal 6% 47% 

Not Stated 7% 8% 

No non-school qualification 87% 46% 

Table 17.  Highest non-school qualification completed for  persons 15 
years and over  for  Indigenous and non-Indigenous persons, Shire of 
Derby - West Kimber ley, 2001.  (Source: 2001 Census of Population and 
Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

The main differences in the field of completed non-school qualifications for 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous persons in Derby - West Kimberley are the 
lower levels of Indigenous persons with qualifications in engineering and 
technology studies, education and food, hospitality and personal services 
(Table 18).  Instead, Indigenous persons have qualifications in architecture and 
building, management and commerce, and society and culture.  These 
differences mirror the situation in economically similar regional areas. 

Field of Study for  Non - School Qualification Indigenous  
Non-

Indigenous  

Natural and Physical Sciences 2% 3% 

Information Technology 2% 1% 

Engineering and Related Technologies 23% 29% 

Architecture and Building 11% 8% 

Agriculture, Environmental and Related Studies 3% 4% 

Health 15% 15% 

Education 9% 13% 

Management and Commerce 16% 10% 

Society and Culture 16% 8% 

Creative Arts 2% 2% 

Food, Hospitality and Personal Services 2% 6% 

Table 18.  Field of non-school qualification completed for  persons 15 
years and over  who have a non-school qualification, for  Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous persons, Derby - West Kimber ley, 2001.  (Source: 2001 
Census of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 
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2.5 Housing 

In the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley, the overall dwelling types seem to be 
quite similar for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous households, with a 
slightly larger proportion of Indigenous households residing in separate houses 
than non-Indigenous households (Table 19).  The main differences in the 
housing of Indigenous and non-Indigenous households are in the tenure type 
(Table 20), and in the number of bedrooms in relation to the number of people 
in the household (Table 21 and Table 22). 

Dwelling Structure 
Indigenous 
Households 

Other  
Households 

Separate house 89% 75% 

Semi-detached, row or terrace house, townhouse  4% 7% 

Flat, unit or apartment 2% 8% 

Caravan, cabin, houseboat 4% 6% 

Improvised home, tent, sleepers out 0% 2% 

House or flat attached to shop, office, etc 0% 2% 

Table 19.  Dwelling structure for  households who stated their  dwelling 
structure, Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley, 2001.  (Source: 2001 Census 
of Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

A much higher percentage (88%) of Indigenous households currently rent their 
accommodation than non-Indigenous households (55%), who are more likely 
to be owners of or purchasing their homes.  The impact of Indigenous 
households renting (in particular from Homeswest) is discussed in a Tenant’s 
Advice Service submission1 to the Equal Opportunity Commission.  The 
submission states that the poor health status and high mortality rates of 
Indigenous persons can contribute to difficulties in maintaining premises to a 
landlord’s standards due to a physical inability to complete the required duties, 
or emotional pressures due to grief over the death of family or friends.   

                                                 

1 Submission to the Equal Opportunity Commission’s Investigation into the Provision of Public 
Housing To Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in Western Australia (May 2003), Tenant’s 
Advice Service. 
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Tenure Type 
Indigenous 
Households 

Non-Indigenous 
Households 

Fully owned 4% 19% 

Being purchased 5% 18% 

Being rented 88% 55% 

Other tenure type (rent-free or under a lifetime 
tenure scheme) 

3% 8% 

Table 20.  Tenure type for  Derby - West Kimber ley households who 
stated their  tenure type, 2001.  (Source: 2001 Census of Population and 
Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

The number of bedrooms per dwelling can be seen in Figure 14.  In general, 
Indigenous households have more bedrooms per dwelling than non-Indigenous 
households.  However, looking at the number of residents per bedroom per 
dwelling, we can see that Indigenous households are more crowded than non-
Indigenous households (Table 21 and Table 22). 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

0 1 2 3 4 5+

Bedroom s  per  dw elling

%
 h

o
u

se
h

o
ld

s

Indigenous Households Non-Indigenous Households  

Figure 14.  Number of bedrooms per  dwelling for  households who stated 
the number of bedrooms in their  home by Indigenous status in Derby 
2001.  (Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, Australian 
Bureau of Statistics). 

We can get approximate measures of the average number of residents per 
bedroom from Table 21 and Table 22 by assuming the category of “7-9 
persons”  to be 8 persons, and the category of “10+ persons”  to be exactly 10 
persons, the category of “5 or more bedrooms” to be exactly 5 bedrooms, and 
ignoring dwellings with 0 bedrooms.  These assumptions lead to an average 
number of persons per bedroom of 1.57 for Indigenous households and 0.89 
for non-Indigenous households in the Shire of Derby – West Kimberley. 



 DATA  ANAL YSIS 
 AUSTRAL IA P T Y  

L T D  

 

DIA/2 Report – January 2005 26 
(Ref: Q:\job\dia2\shire derby\reports\dia2_ereport_derby20050131v2.doc) 

 Number  of persons usually resident (Indigenous households) 

#  bedrooms 1 2 3 4 5 6 7-9 10+ 

0 (includes bedsitters) 0 7 0 0 3 0 0 0 

1 bedroom 12 10 0 3 0 3 3 0 

2 bedrooms 19 40 25 19 9 11 9 0 

3 bedrooms 21 52 66 82 65 47 70 31 

4 bedrooms 8 10 24 15 24 16 32 24 

5 or more bedrooms 3 0 3 0 3 3 5 3 

Not stated 3 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 

Total 66 119 118 122 107 80 119 58 

Table 21.  Number of persons usually resident by number of bedrooms 
per  dwelling for  Indigenous lone person and family households in the 
Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley, 2001.  (Source: 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

 
 Number  of persons usually resident (non-Indigenous households) 

#  bedrooms 1 2 3 4 5 6 7-9 10+ 

0 (includes bedsitters) 6 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 

1 bedroom 78 31 6 0 0 3 0 0 

2 bedrooms 72 51 20 8 3 0 0 0 

3 bedrooms 80 127 72 57 20 5 3 0 

4 bedrooms 8 24 9 18 19 7 0 0 

5 or more bedrooms 5 5 3 3 0 3 0 0 

Not stated 26 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 275 242 113 89 42 18 3 0 

Table 22.  Number of persons usually resident by number of bedrooms 
per  dwelling for  non-Indigenous lone person and family households in the 
Shire of Derby - West Kimber ley, 2001.  (Source: 2001 Census of 
Population and Housing, Australian Bureau of Statistics). 

2.5.1 Homeswest Accommodation 

As at December 2004, there were 300 Homeswest properties in the Town of 
Derby, and 40 in Fitzroy Crossing.  Of these, 61 are Aboriginal designated 
properties.  There are also 150 Government Employment Housing Authority 
(GEHA) houses in Derby.  Approximately 85%-90% of Homeswest tenants in 
the Shire of Derby are Indigenous.  There is currently a waiting list of about 12 
months for 2 or 3 bedroom housing in Derby. 

At the time of the 2001 Census, 15% of all occupied private dwellings in the 
Shire of Derby – West Kimberley were Homeswest rentals.  This represents 
24% of the total rentals in the Shire. 
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2.6 Health 

2.6.1 Causes of Indigenous Mortality and Hospitalisation 

A study by the Department of Health2 determined that in Western Australia, 
75% of all Indigenous deaths can be attributed to circulatory disease, cancer, 
respiratory disease, endocrine disorders (e.g. diabetes) and injury and 
poisoning.  Of these, circulatory disease is the largest cause of death (30%), 
followed by injury and poisoning (15%), cancer (11%), respiratory disease 
(10%) and diabetes (8%).   

The most common causes of hospitalisation for Indigenous persons were 
respiratory disease, injury and poisoning, complications due to pregnancy, 
circulatory disease and mental disorders.  The Department of Health publishes 
these results at the Health Service Boundary level (see Figure 15). 

 

Figure 15. Health Service Boundar ies (Source: A Comparative Overview 
of Abor iginal Health in Western Australia, Department of Health 
Western Australia, December 2001). 

                                                 
2 A Comparative Overview of Aboriginal Health in Western Australia, Department of Health Western 
Australia, December 2001. 
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2.6.1.1 Circulatory Diseases 

Circulatory diseases accounted for 3.5% of all Indigenous hospitalisations in 
Western Australia between 1994 and 2000.  This corresponds to an average of 
1003 Indigenous discharges per year.  In the West Kimberley region, 
Indigenous persons are 3.4 times more likely to die of circulatory disease, and 
2.2 times more likely to be hospitalised due to circulatory disease, than non-
Indigenous persons (Table 23). 

 Indigenous to non-Indigenous ratio 

Health Service of Residence Mor tality rate Hospitalisation rate 

Kimberley  3.8 2.9 

East Kimberley 4.1 6.0 

West Kimberley 3.4 2.2 

Pilbara 4.3 2.6 

Midwest 2.5 2.7 

Midlands 2.8 2.5 

Goldfields 2.1 2.2 

Great Southern 3.4 6.7 

South-West 1.9 2.5 

North Metro  2.9 1.9 

East Metro 2.1 2.3 

South Metro 2.0 2.1 

Western Australia Total 2.3 2.2 

Table 23.  Indigenous to non-Indigenous mortality rate ratio (1990 to 
1999) and hospitalisation rate ratio (1994 to 2000) due to circulatory 
disease by Health Service of residence 1990-1999 (Source:  A Comparative 
Overview of Abor iginal Health in Western Australia, Department of 
Health Western Australia, December 2001). 
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2.6.1.2 Cancer Deaths and Hospitalisations 

In Western Australia, cancers were the cause of 11.4% of Indigenous deaths 
from 1990-1999. This corresponds to a yearly average of 37 Indigenous deaths 
across the state.  

Cancer accounted for 1% of Indigenous hospital admissions over the period 
1994-2000.  This corresponds to an annual average of 296 Indigenous hospital 
admissions. 

In the West Kimberley region, Indigenous persons are 1.2 times more likely to 
die of cancer but only 0.7 times as likely to hospitalised due to cancer when 
compared with non-Indigenous persons (Table 24). 

 Indigenous to non-Indigenous ratio 

Health Service of Residence Mor tality rate Hospitalisation rate 

Kimberley  1.6 0.8 

East Kimberley 2.5 1.7 

West Kimberley 1.2 0.7 

Pilbara 1.9 1.1 

Midwest 1.1 0.7 

Midlands 1.5 0.7 

Goldfields 1.1 0.7 

Great Southern 1.4 1.3 

South-West 0.9 0.8 

North Metro  1.0 0.6 

East Metro 1.1 0.5 

South Metro 1.2 0.4 

Western Australia Total 1.2 0.6 

Table 24. Indigenous to non-Indigenous mortality rate ratio (1990 to 
1999) and hospitalisation rate ratio (1994 to 2000) due to cancer  by Health 
Service of residence 1990-1999 (Source:  A Comparative Overview of 
Abor iginal Health in Western Australia, Department of Health Western 
Australia, December 2001). 
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2.6.1.3 Respiratory Disease 

Respiratory diseases are a common cause of Indigenous hospitalisation, 
accounting for 13% of admissions.  They also were responsible for around 
10.1% of West Australian Indigenous deaths between 1990 and 1999 (33 
deaths annually). 

In the West Kimberley region, Indigenous persons are 1.2 times more likely to 
die of respiratory disease, and 3.7 times more likely to hospitalised due to 
respiratory disease, than non-Indigenous persons (Table 25). 

 Indigenous to non-Indigenous ratio 

Health Service of Residence Mor tality rate Hospitalisation rate 

Kimberley  2.3 4.4 

East Kimberley 6.1 6.4 

West Kimberley 1.2 3.7 

Pilbara 5.1 6.6 

Midwest 3.9 4.7 

Midlands 4.1 3.6 

Goldfields 4.2 4.9 

Great Southern 3.3 5.9 

South-West 1.4 4.9 

North Metro  2.4 2.5 

East Metro 1.8 3.0 

South Metro 2.4 2.3 

Western Australia Total 3.6 5.2 

Table 25. Indigenous to non-Indigenous mortality rate ratio (1990 to 
1999) and hospitalisation rate ratio (1994 to 2000) due to respiratory 
disease by Health Service of residence 1990-1999 (Source:  A Comparative 
Overview of Abor iginal Health in Western Australia, Department of 
Health Western Australia, December 2001). 
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2.6.1.4 Injury and Poisoning 

Indigenous persons in WA have a mortality rate 3.2 times higher than non-
Indigenous due to injury and poisoning.  This may be at least in part due to 
Indigenous populations generally have significantly higher rates of 
interpersonal violence, drowning and poisoning fatalities3.  Injury and 
poisoning caused 15.4% of WA Indigenous deaths (50 per year) between 1990 
and 1999 and 11.5% of all Indigenous hospitalisations. 

In the West Kimberley region, Indigenous persons are 2.0 times more likely to 
die of injury or poisoning, and 2.7 times more likely to hospitalised due to 
injury or poisoning, than non-Indigenous persons (Table 26). 

 Indigenous to non-Indigenous ratio 

Health Service of Residence Mor tality rate Hospitalisation rate 

Kimberley  2.6 3.2 

East Kimberley 3.6 4.3 

West Kimberley 2.0 2.7 

Pilbara 4.9 4.6 

Midwest 3.8 3.3 

Midlands 2.0 2.1 

Goldfields 2.5 3.1 

Great Southern 1.9 2.5 

South-West 1.9 2.1 

North Metro  2.3 2.6 

East Metro 2.9 3.2 

South Metro 1.6 1.9 

Western Australia Total 3.2 3.6 

Table 26. Indigenous to non-Indigenous mortality rate ratio (1990 to 
1999) and hospitalisation rate ratio (1994 to 2000) due to injury and 
poisoning by Health Service of residence 1990-1999 (Source:  A 
Comparative Overview of Abor iginal Health in Western Australia, 
Department of Health Western Australia, December 2001). 

                                                 

3 Western Australian Injuries 1991-2000: Counts, costs, services and targets, Health Department of 
Western Australia. 
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2.6.1.5 Diabetes 

In the West Kimberley region, Indigenous persons are 7.8 times more likely to 
die of diabetes, and 11.1 times more likely to hospitalised due to diabetes, than 
non-Indigenous persons (Table 27).  Across all health regions, the Indigenous 
to non-Indigenous ratio is substantially higher for diabetes than the other 
causes of mortality and hospitalisation. 

 Indigenous to non-Indigenous ratio 

Health Service of Residence Mor tality rate Hospitalisation rate 

Kimberley  12.2 12.7 

East Kimberley 23.8 21.2 

West Kimberley 7.8 11.1 

Pilbara 4.7 27.1 

Midwest 16.2 11.0 

Midlands 10.6 7.2 

Goldfields 14.2 11.0 

Great Southern 9.5 31.1 

South-West 6.2 11.7 

North Metro  16.1 11.1 

East Metro 8.8 6.6 

South Metro 8.2 5.7 

Western Australia Total 11.3 12.0 

Table 27. Indigenous to non-Indigenous mortality rate ratio (1990 to 
1999) and hospitalisation rate ratio (1994 to 2000) due to diabetes by 
Health Service of residence 1990-1999 (Source:  A Comparative Overview 
of Abor iginal Health in Western Australia, Department of Health 
Western Australia, December 2001).  
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2.6.1.6 Summary of West Kimberley 

Table 28 summarises the findings from Sections 2.6.1.1 to 2.6.1.5 for the West 
Kimberley Health region. 

 Indigenous to non-Indigenous ratio 

Cause Mor tality rate Hospitalisation rate 

Circulatory diseases 3.4 2.2 

Cancer 1.2 0.7 

Respiratory disease 1.2 3.7 

Injury and poisoning 2.0 2.7 

Diabetes 7.8 11.1 

Table 28. Indigenous to non-Indigenous mortality rate ratio (1990 to 
1999) and hospitalisation rate ratio (1994 to 2000) for  the West Kimber ley 
region 1990-1999 (Source:  A Comparative Overview of Abor iginal 
Health in Western Australia, Department of Health Western Australia, 
December 2001).  

2.6.2 Drug Usage 

The Kimberley Drug Service Team provides services such as drug counselling, 
information and rehabilitation services to people in the Kimberley region.  Of 
the clients of the Kimberley Drug Service Team from July 2003 to June 2004, 
67% were Indigenous.  This is an over-representation of the Indigenous 
population, as only 32% of the population in the Kimberley is Indigenous.   

Male Female Total 

Indigenous Status Count % Count % Count % 

Indigenous 170 65.9 67 70.5 237 67.1 

Non-Indigenous 85 32.9 28 29.5 113 32.0 

Unknown 3 1.2 0 0.0 3 0.9 

Total 258 100.0 95 100.0 353 100.0 

Table 29. Gender by Indigenous status of Kimber ley Drug Service Team 
clients July 2003 – June 2004.  (Source: Drug and Alcohol Office, WA) 

The majority of clients from the Kimberley Drug Service Team were aged 
between 18-49 years.  Approximately 29% of their clients were aged between 
30-39 years, and 23% were aged between 18-24 years (Table 30).  The 
proportions are similar between Indigenous and non-Indigenous clients, with 
the exception of people aged under 18, where the proportion of Indigenous 
clients is much higher. 
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Indigenous Non-Indigenous Unknown Total Age 
group Count % Count % Count % Count % 

< 18 22 9.3 1 0.9 1 33.3 24 6.8 

18-24 57 24.1 25 22.1 0 0.0 82 23.2 

25-29 37 15.6 21 18.6 1 33.3 59 16.7 

30-39 71 30.0 33 29.2 0 0.0 104 29.5 

40-49 38 16.0 23 20.4 1 33.3 62 17.6 

50-59 11 4.6 9 8.0 0 0.0 20 5.7 

60 years 
and over 

1 0.4 1 0.9 0 0.0 2 0.6 

Total 237 100.0 113 100.0 3 100.0 353 100.0 

Table 30. Age group by Indigenous status of Kimber ley Drug Service 
Team clients July 2003 – June 2004.  (Source: Drug and Alcohol Office, 
WA) 

The main treatment type for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous clients was 
counselling (85.2% and  73.4% respectively).  This is shown in Table 31. 

Indigenous Non-Indigenous Unknown Total 

Main Treatment Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Assessment only 9 3.8 3 2.7 0 0.0 12 3.4 

Counselling 202 85.2 83 73.4 2 67.0 287 81.3 

Information & 
education 

22 9.3 12 10.6 0 0.0 34 9.6 

Pharmacotherapy 0 0.0 1 0.9 0 0.0 1 0.3 

Rehabilitation 0 0.0 1 0.9 1 33.3 2 0.6 

Support & case 
management 

0 0.0 4 3.5 0 0.0 4 1.1 

Withdrawal 
management 

4 1.7 9 8.0 0 0.0 13 3.7 

Total 237 100.0 113 100.0 3 100.0 353 100.0 

Table 31. Main Treatment by Indigenous status  (Source: Drug and 
Alcohol Office, WA). 

There is a major difference in the principal drug used by the clients of the 
Kimberley Drug Service Team when separated by Indigenous status (Table 
32).  Alcohol was the principal drug in 75% of cases with Indigenous clients, 
but it was the principal drug for only 37% of the non-Indigenous clients.  Non-
Indigenous clients had more problems with amphetamines (16% compared to 
2%), heroin (4% compared to 0%) and other drugs (25% compared to 5%), 
whilst cannabis was the principal drug problem for 18% of both the Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous clients. 
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Indigenous Non-Indigenous Unknown Total 

Pr incipal drug Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Alcohol 178 75.1 42 37.2 1 33.3 221 62.6 

Amphetamines 4 1.7 18 15.9 0 0.0 22 6.2 

Cannabis 43 18.1 20 17.7 2 66.7 65 18.4 

Heroin 0 0.0 5 4.4 0 0.0 5 1.4 

Other 12 5.1 28 24.8 0 0.0 40 11.4 

Total 237 100.0 113 100.0 3 100.0 353 100.0 

Table 32. Pr incipal Drug by Indigenous status  (Source: Drug and Alcohol 
Office, WA). 

2.6.3 Sobering Up Centres 

There are two Sobering Up Centres in the Shire of Derby – West Kimberley: 
one in Derby and one in Fitzroy Crossing.  As the interest is focused on 
Derby’s statistics only the statistics from the Derby office are presented.  From 
January 2003 to June 2004, 99.6% of Derby Sobering Up Centre’s clients were 
Indigenous (Table 33).  

 Indigenous Non-Indigenous  

Centre Male Female Male Female 
Total % 

Indigenous 

Kununurra 1573 499 13 3 99.2% 

Fitzroy Crossing 361 277 1 1 99.7% 

Derby 1650 688 4 6 99.6% 

Wyndham 1025 484 22 0 98.6% 

Total 4609 1948 40 10 99.2% 

Table 33. Kimber ley Sober ing Up centre admissions, January 2003 to 
June 2004, by Indigenous Status.  (Source: Drug and Alcohol Office, WA) 

Most people admitted to the Sobering Up Centre in Derby were between the 
ages of 30 and 49 (see Figure 16).  There do not seem to be any changes in the 
age structure of the clients over the three years from 2001 to 2003 that would 
be considered significant. 
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Figure 16. Derby Sober ing Up Centre Admissions by age group, by year . 
(Source: Drug and Alcohol office, WA). 

Most people in the Derby Sobering Up Centre were admitted only once 
between January 2001 and June 2004 (68% of people admitted).  Derby had 58 
people who were admitted more than 20 times between January 2001 to June 
2004. 

Admissions Count % 

Once 1,683 68.3% 

2-5 times 549 22.3% 

6-10 times 98 4.0% 

11-20 times 75 3.0% 

21-40 times 36 1.5% 

More than 40 times 22 0.9% 

Total 2,463 100.0% 

Table 34. Derby Sober ing Up Centre’s numbers of individual admissions, 
January 2001 to June 2004.  (Source: Drug and Alcohol Office, WA) 

2.6.4 Disability Statistics 

According to the Disability Services Commission, in 1998 18.8% of all 
Australians had a disability.  At the same time, 16.0% of the population of the 
Shire of Derby – West Kimberley had a disability, and 15.3% of the entire 
Kimberley population had a disability (Table 35).  There do not appear to be 
any significant differences in the rates of disability in the Shire of Derby or the 
Kimberley to the whole of Australia, even though the population of the Shire 
of Derby was 46% Indigenous in 2001, suggesting that the prevalence of 
disability is similar in both the Indigenous and non-Indigenous populations. 
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Disability Type Shire Derby K imber ley 

Profound/Severe 5.3% 5.7% 

Moderate/Mild 6.9% 6.0% 

Schooling/Employment 1.7% 1.5% 

Other Restriction 2.3% 2.1% 

Physical 11.7% 10.1% 

Sensory 1.3% 1.2% 

Acquired Brain Injury 0.4% 0.3% 

Intellectual 0.3% 0.4% 

Psychological 2.0% 2.9% 

Total with a disability 16.0% 15.3% 

Table 35. Disability Statistics 1998 (Source: Disability Services 
Commission Website). 

2.6.5 Hospital Admissions 

Hospital admissions data is based on postcode regions and indicates that Derby 
(postcode 6728) has a slightly lower number of Indigenous hospital admissions 
per Indigenous person than the average for the Kimberley region, however 
Fitzroy Crossing (postcode 6765) has the highest ratio of Indigenous hospital 
admissions per Indigenous person in the Kimberley (Table 36).  The 
Indigenous to non-Indigenous admission rate ratio for Derby is the lowest in 
the Kimberley, due to a combination of a moderately low rate of Indigenous 
hospital admissions, and a high rate of non-Indigenous hospital admissions. 

 Admissions per  person  
July 93 – June 98 

 

Postcode of residence Indigenous Non-Indigenous 

Indigenous to Non-
Indigenous 

Admission rate ratio 

Broome (6725) 2.36 0.91 2.6 

Derby (6728) 2.84 1.37 2.1 

Wyndham (6740) 3.41 1.57 2.2 

Kununurra (6743) 3.63 0.82 4.4 

Fitzroy Crossing (6765) 5.05 1.32 3.8 

Halls Creek (6770) 2.84 0.93 3.1 

Total K imber ley 3.14 0.98 3.2 

Table 36. Kimber ley Hospital Admissions July 1993 to June 1998 by 
postcode of residence. (Source: Kimber ley Abor iginal Health Plan) 

2.6.6 Department of Community Development 

The Department of Community Development has two offices within the Shire 
of Derby – West Kimberley: a Derby office (Table 37) and a Fitzroy Crossing 
office.   
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Table 37 contains the list of distinct reasons that the Department of 
Community Development was contacted, as opposed to distinct clients – this 
allows us to see in detail the main reason behind each contact. Of the people 
contacting the Derby DCD office between July 2002 and June 2004, the 
majority of clients were Indigenous.  Clients whose Indigenous status is 
unknown have been excluded from the tables. 

Reason for  Contact 
Indigenous 
Clients (N) 

Indigenous 
Clients (% of 
total reasons) 

Non-
Indigenous 
Clients (N) 

% of clients 
which are 
Indigenous 

Child Concern Report 54 7% 16 77% 

Child Maltreatment 
Allegation 

48 7% 4 92% 

Financial Problem 538 73% 94 85% 

Family Support 70 10% 19 79% 

Other Crisis Reasons4 22 3% 14 61% 

Total 732 100% 147 83% 

Table 37. Key new reasons for  contact at Derby DCD office, July 2002 to 
June 2004.  (Source: Department of Community Development). 

2.6.7 Road Traffic Accidents 

The Indigenous status of people involved in road traffic accidents is not 
available, however some summary statistics which ignore the Indigenous 
status are provided. 

For the Kimberley region of WA between 1990 and 1999: 

·  Alcohol was present in 51% of all fatal crashes. 

·  Speed was a factor in 30% of all fatal crashes. 

·  Fatigue was a factor in 2% of all serious crashes. 

Of all driver and passenger fatalities, 63% were not wearing seatbelts.  Further, 
3% of all motorcycle rider, motorcycle pillion and bicycle rider fatalities were 
not wearing helmets. 

The most common fatal crash nature types were “Overturns”  and “Hit 
Pedestrian”  crashes, which made up 39% and 28% of all fatal crashes 
respectively. 

                                                 

4 Other Crisis reasons include domestic violence, homelessness, post trauma support, runaway 
child/youth, spouse abuse, substance abuse and suicide risk. 
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LGA Fatal Hospital Other  Total 

Broome 17 117 873 1,007 

Halls Creek 22 63 221 306 

Derby - West Kimberley 32 110 417 559 

Wyndham-East Kimberley 26 130 509 665 

Table 38. Crash sever ity by Local Government Area, Kimber ley region, 
1990 to 1999 (Source: Main Roads WA Traffic Accident System). 

Derby - West Kimberley had a slightly higher number of road crashes per 
capita in 1996 than the Kimberley on average (Table 39). 

LGA Population 
Total 

Crashes 

Broome 41.5% 39.7% 

Halls Creek 21.9% 22.0% 

Derby West Kimberley 10.0% 12.1% 

Wyndham East Kimberley 26.5% 26.2% 

Table 39. Population by Local Government Area, Kimber ley region, 1996 
(Source: Main Roads WA Traffic Accident System, ABS 1996 Census). 

2.6.8 Suicide 

In 1988, the article “On Gordian knots and nooses: Aboriginal suicide in the 
Kimberley”  by E. Hunter highlighted the serious issue of Indigenous suicide in 
the Kimberley region.  It identified two factors, alcoholism and disruption of 
interpersonal attachments, which may play a causal role in male Indigenous 
suicide. 

Between 1997 and 1999, there were 17 suicides in the Aboriginal population 
in the West Kimberley Health Service region (compared to 10 in the East 
Kimberley Health Service region)5. 

In Table 40, youth suicide rates from 1993 to 2002 are given.  Males in the 
West Kimberley region have significantly higher suicide rates than the 
Metropolitan and State averages.  These rates have been age-standardised to 
the Australian 2001 population.  

                                                 

5 Strategies for Preventing Indigenous Suicide, Sven Silburn and Anna Robson, on behalf of the WA 
Aboriginal Suicide Prevention Steering Committee (presentation). 
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 West K imber ley Metro State 

Males (15 to 24 years) 119.6 24.2 27.8 

Females (15 to 24 years) 0.0 5.5 5.4 

Table 40. Youth Suicides per  100,000 persons, 1993 – 2002.  (Source: 
Summary of population character istics and the health and wellbeing of 
residents of the East and West Kimber ley Areas (combined repor ts). 
Epidemiology Branch, HIC, Department of Health, December 2004.) 

2.7 Justice, Safety and Security 

2.7.1 Crime Statistics 

In the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley 1,262 recorded offences were 
observed in 2002.  The spread of offence types is quite similar to that of both 
the Kimberley, and WA as a whole, except for a lower proportion of “other 
theft”  and a higher proportion of offences “against the person” , compared to 
WA (Table 41 and Figure 17).  

 Derby - West K imber ley K imber ley WA 

 Count % % % 

Against the Person 230 18% 15% 8% 

Residential Burglary 142 11% 12% 13% 

Non-residential Burglary 95 8% 7% 6% 

Vehicle Theft 42 3% 2% 4% 

Other Theft 479 38% 39% 47% 

Property Damage 200 16% 16% 15% 

Drug Offences 40 3% 4% 5% 

Other Offences 35 3% 4% 2% 

Total 1,263 100% 100% 100% 

Table 41. Recorded offences in Derby - West Kimber ley, by offence type, 
2002.  (Source: Community Safety and Cr ime Prevention: Shire of Derby 
– West Kimber ley 2002, prepared for  the Office of Cr ime Prevention by 
the Cr ime Research Centre). 
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Figure 17.  Recorded offences relative to the population, in Derby - West 
Kimber ley, by offence type, 2002.  (Source: Community Safety and Cr ime 
Prevention: Shire of Derby – West Kimber ley 2002, prepared for  the 
Office of Cr ime Prevention by the Cr ime Research Centre). 

The breakdown of these of offences is shown in Figure 18, which shows the 
number of unique offenders arrested in Derby - West Kimberley in 2002, by 
age group, gender and Indigenous status.  Of the 537 offenders arrested in 
2002, 15% were arrested for the first time that year.  The remainder had been 
arrested in prior years as well as the current year. 

 

Figure 18. Unique offenders arrested in Derby - West Kimber ley in 2002, 
by age group, gender and Indigenous status. (Source: Community Safety 
and Cr ime Prevention: Shire of Derby – West Kimber ley 2002, prepared 
for  the Office of Cr ime Prevention by the Cr ime research Centre). 

2.7.2 Offence Statistics by Indigenous Status 

Offence statistics by Indigenous status and offence type were not available for 
the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley, however statistics were available for the 
two main towns in the Shire: Derby and Fitzroy Crossing. 
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In WA as a whole in the Court of Petty Sessions, 38% of charges against 
Indigenous persons related to good order offences, 26% were for driving and 
vehicle offences, property offences accounted for 16% of offences, and 12% 
were for violent offences.6  These are discussed more fully in the following 
sections. 

2.7.2.1 Violent Offences 

Derby had a moderate level of reported violent offences committed by both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous persons in 2001, compared to other Kimberley 
towns.  There were 34.84 reported violent offences per 1000 Indigenous 
persons, compared to 18.14 reported violent offences per 1000 non-Indigenous 
persons (Figure 19) in Derby in 2001.  

 

Figure 19. Reported Violent Offences for  Kimber ley towns by Indigenous 
status, 2001. (Source: Regional Chart Supplement to Abor iginal 
Involvement in the West Australian Cr iminal Justice System: A Statistical 
Review 2001, Cr ime Research Centre). 

Arrests for violent offences were more than 34 times more frequent amongst 
Indigenous persons than non-Indigenous persons in Derby in 2001 (Figure 20).  
There were 27.69 arrests per 1000 Indigenous persons and 0.80 arrests per 
1000 non-Indigenous persons for violent offences in 2001. 

                                                 

6 (Source: Aboriginal Involvement in the West Australian Criminal Justice System: A Statistical Review 
2001, Crime Research Centre). 
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Figure 20. Arrests for  Violent Offences for  Kimber ley towns by 
Indigenous status, 2001 (Source: Regional Chart Supplement to 
Abor iginal Involvement in the West Australian Cr iminal Justice System: 
A Statistical Review 2001, Cr ime Research Centre). 

2.7.2.2 Property Offences 

Arrests for property offences in Derby were more than 22 times more common 
amongst Indigenous persons than non-Indigenous persons in 2001 (Figure 21).  
There were 46.90 arrests for property offences committed by Indigenous 
persons per 1000 Indigenous residents of Derby, and only 2.13 arrests per 1000 
non-Indigenous persons in 2001. 

 

Figure 21. Arrests for  Proper ty Offences for  Kimber ley towns by 
Indigenous status, 2001 (Source: Regional Chart Supplement to 
Abor iginal Involvement in the West Australian Cr iminal Justice System: 
A Statistical Review 2001, Cr ime Research Centre). 
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2.7.2.3 Good Order Offences 

Arrests for good order offences were frequent for Indigenous persons in Derby, 
with 46.90 arrests per 1000 Indigenous persons, compared to 1.60 arrests per 
1000 non-Indigenous persons (Figure 22) in 2001.  Indigenous persons in 
Derby were over 29 times more likely to be arrested for good order offences in 
Derby than non-Indigenous persons. 

 

Figure 22. Arrests for  Good Order  Offences for  Kimber ley towns by 
Indigenous status, 2001 (Source: Regional Chart Supplement to 
Abor iginal Involvement in the West Australian Cr iminal Justice System: 
A Statistical Review 2001, Cr ime Research Centre). 

2.7.2.4 Admissions to Police Lockups 

In Derby in 2001, there were 16 times as many admissions to police lock-ups 
for Indigenous persons (434 lock-ups) than for non-Indigenous persons (27 
lock-ups).  These statistics are presented in Figure 23.   
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Figure 23. Admissions to police lock-ups for  Kimber ley towns by 
Indigenous status, 2001 (Source: Regional Chart Supplement to 
Abor iginal Involvement in the West Australian Cr iminal Justice System: 
A Statistical Review 2001, Cr ime Research Centre). 

2.7.3 Victims of Crime 

Based on crimes reported to police in WA in 2001, the rate of victimisation of 
Indigenous persons for violent offences was 5,517 per 100,000 persons, which 
is roughly 5 times the rate for non-Indigenous persons in WA.  Women 
accounted for 71% of Indigenous victims of violent crimes, compared to 
women accounting for 46% of non-Indigenous victims.7  These statistics are 
not publicly available for the Shire of Derby – West Kimberley. 

2.7.4 Detention and Imprisonment 

Of the 517 people entering the WA prison system from the Kimberley region 
between July 2001 to June 2002, 90% were Indigenous.  Of the Indigenous 
imprisonments, 86% were males, and of the non-Indigenous imprisonments, 
92% were males (Table 42).  Note that the only remand facility in the 
Kimberley region is in Broome, and that persons in custody requiring high 
security or for the more serious crimes would be incarcerated at a high security 
facility in the metropolitan area. 

                                                 

7 Source: Crime and Justice Statistics for Western Australia: 2001, Crime Research Centre. 
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 Indigenous Non-Indigenous 

Statistical Division Male Female Male Female Total 

Perth 747 226 2,438 339 3,750 

South West 70 15 264 11 360 

Lower Great Southern 77 6 71 3 157 

Upper Great Southern 42 8 16 4 70 

Midlands 45 10 47 9 111 

South Eastern 228 34 115 14 391 

Central 280 48 70 17 415 

Pilbara 240 46 31 8 325 

Kimberley 401 65 47 4 517 

External Territories 0 0 0 0 0 

Interstate 14 0 57 7 78 

Overseas 2 1 90 6 99 

Not Recorded 4 0 24 6 34 

Total 2,150 459 3,270 428 6,307 

Table 42.  Receivals to the pr ison system July 2001 to June 2002 by last 
known address - includes recaptures following escapes. (Source: Adult 
Offender Annual Statistical Report for  Financial Year  2001/2002, 
Department of Justice, Community and Juvenile Justice, Planning Policy 
and Review). 

The daily average count in WA prisons for the period of 1 July  2001 to 
30 June 2002 is shown in Table 43, with the population on the 07/08/01 (ABS 
Census night).  Indigenous males have the highest imprisonment rates in WA, 
with approximately 2.9% of this population in prison during this period.  This 
compares with 0.3% of Indigenous females, 0.2% of non-Indigenous males, 
and 0.01% of non-Indigenous females.  

Category Daily Average Count Population % Impr isoned 

Indigenous Males 846.12 28,970 2.92% 

Indigenous Females 83.35 29,526 0.28% 

Indigenous Total 929.47 58,496 1.59% 

Non-Indigenous Males 1,874.82 893,298 0.21% 

Non-Indigenous Females 118.44 899,458 0.01% 

Non-Indigenous Total 1,993.26 1,792,756 0.11% 

Total 2,922.73 1,851,252 0.16% 

Table 43. Daily Average Counts for  WA pr isons for  the per iod 01/07/01 to 
30/06/02, and corresponding impr isonment rates.  (Source: Adult 
Offender Annual Statistical Report for  Financial Year  2001/2002, 
Department of Justice, Community and Juvenile Justice, Planning Policy 
and Review and Australian Bureau of Statistics website). 
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Figure 24 and Figure 25 show the number of Indigenous persons in prison and 
on community correction orders in WA from January 2000 to July 2004.  Total 
numbers (Indigenous plus non-Indigenous) are included for comparison. 

 

Figure 24.  Number of Indigenous Persons in Pr ison, Western Australia 
(Source: Department of Justice, August 2004). 

 

 

Figure 25.  Number of Indigenous Persons on Community Correction 
Orders, Western Australia (Source:  Department of Justice, August 2004). 
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3. Conclusions 

The statistics gathered in the process of compiling this report present a clear 
picture of the Derby - West Kimberley community and the status of its 
Indigenous residents.  Statistics on the Kimberley are also particularly relevant 
for the Shire because it is one of the main population centres of the Kimberley 
region. 

It is worth mentioning that many of the issues facing the Indigenous persons in 
the Shire of Derby - West Kimberley are not unique to the area.  For example, 
the poor health and welfare of Indigenous persons across Australia is well 
documented.  Some of these concerns however may be more apparent this area 
due to the higher representation of Indigenous persons in its population. 

If we were to generalise, the socio-economic status of an Indigenous person in 
Derby - West Kimberley is lower than a non-Indigenous person on many 
fronts.  In comparison to non-Indigenous persons, Indigenous persons in the 
Shire of Derby - West Kimberley have: 

·  Lower levels of participation in the labour force;  

·  Higher levels of unemployment and a smaller proportion of the 
population of working age; 

·  Larger households on average, typically in dwellings that don’ t 
accommodate them comfortably; 

·  Fewer people with qualifications, and those that do typically have 
qualifications in trade and skills related employment (that typically 
generate low wages); 

·  Lower levels of income, due to employment in fields that do not 
typically attract high wages; and  

·  Higher proportion of households renting their dwelling rather than 
owning or purchasing it. 

This has a flow-on effect on the health, welfare and social wellbeing of 
Indigenous persons.  In particular health statistics for the West Kimberley 
region indicate that: 

·  Rates of death of Indigenous persons due to circulatory disease, injury 
and poisoning, and diabetes are all several times higher than for non-
Indigenous persons; and 

·  Rates of hospitalisation are about 11.1 times more likely for diabetes, 
3.7 times more likely for respiratory disease, 2.7 times more likely for 
injury and poisoning and 2.2 times more likely for circulatory disease. 
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The statistics on community services suggest that Indigenous persons access 
these services for social and family problems once they have emerged, and 
may access this assistance in a different way to non-Indigenous persons:  

·  The majority of the Department of Community Development’s clients 
in their Derby offices are Indigenous (83%).  Of the Indigenous clients, 
73% contact the service seeking financial counselling.  

While much of Western Australia is gearing up to accommodate an ageing 
population, Derby is experiencing the opposite demographic shift.  Population 
statistics show a large and growing cohort of Indigenous youth in the Shire, 
extending into 2021. 
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4. Appendix 

4.1 2001 Census Data 

Demographic data was extracted from the ABS’s 2001 Census of Population 
and Housing for: 

·  Shire of Derby - West Kimberley  

·  Kimberley Region (SD)  

·  Regional WA – all but the Perth Statistical Division (referred to as 
“Balance of WA”). 

Category 
Derby - West 

K imber ley 
K imber ley 

Region (SD) Regional WA 
Demography    
Total Persons 9,138 41,969 511,259 
Males (% total persons) 56% 53% 52% 
Females (% total persons) 44% 47% 48% 
Indigenous Persons  4,127 13,555 38,481 
Indigenous Persons (% total persons) 45% 32% 8% 
Persons aged 15 years and over 6,931 32,801 392,558 
% Aged 15 years and over of Total Persons  76% 78% 77% 
Males aged 15+ (% total persons 15+) 57% 54% 52% 
Females 15+ (% total persons 15+) 43% 46% 48% 
Indigenous Persons 18+ (% Indigenous 
persons) 57% 57% 56% 
Age Profile (as % of persons who stated their age) 
Aged 0 to 4 9% 8% 7% 
Aged 5 to 9 8% 8% 8% 
Aged 10 to 14 8% 7% 8% 
Aged 15 to 19 7% 6% 6% 
Aged 20 to 24 9% 7% 6% 
Aged 25 to 29 10% 9% 7% 
Aged 30 to 34 9% 9% 8% 
Aged 35 to 39 8% 8% 8% 
Aged 40 to 44 7% 7% 8% 
Aged 45 to 49 6% 6% 7% 
Aged 50 to 54 5% 6% 7% 
Aged 55 to 59 5% 6% 5% 
Aged 60 to 64 4% 6% 5% 
Aged 65 to 69 3% 4% 4% 
Aged 70 to 74 2% 2% 3% 
Aged 75 to 79 1% 1% 2% 
Aged 80 to 84 1% 1% 1% 
Aged 85 to 89 0% 0% 1% 
Aged 90 to 94 0% 0% 0% 
Aged 95 to 99 0% 0% 0% 
Aged 100 and over 0% 0% 0% 
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Category 
Derby - West 

K imber ley 
K imber ley 

Region (SD) Regional WA 

Highest Level of Schooling Completed (for  15+ persons) as a % of persons who stated their highest 
level of schooling completed 
Year 8 or below 10% 10% 10% 
Year 9 or equivalent  10% 10% 9% 
Year 10 or equivalent  32% 31% 34% 
Year 11 or equivalent  11% 12% 13% 
Year 12 or equivalent  31% 33% 31% 
Still at school  2% 1% 3% 
Did not go to school  6% 3% 1% 
Highest Non - school qualification (for  15+ persons) as a % of total persons aged 15+ 
Postgraduate Degree 1% 1% 1% 
Graduate Diploma / Graduate Certificate 1% 1% 1% 
Bachelor Degree 6% 8% 6% 
Advanced Diploma / Diploma 4% 5% 5% 
Certificate 11% 15% 18% 
Not stated 22% 17% 12% 
Not applicable 55% 52% 57% 
Employment Industry (as % of employed persons who stated their industry) 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 7% 9% 14% 
Mining 6% 4% 8% 
Manufacturing 2% 5% 8% 
Electricity, Gas and Water 0% 1% 1% 
Construction 5% 6% 8% 
Wholesale Trade 2% 3% 4% 
Retail Trade 7% 10% 13% 
Accommodation, Cafes and Restaurants 4% 7% 5% 
Transport and Storage 4% 5% 4% 
Communication Services 1% 1% 1% 
Finance and Insurance 1% 1% 1% 
Property and Business Services 6% 7% 7% 
Government Administration and Defence 24% 15% 5% 
Education 8% 8% 7% 
Health and Community Services 12% 9% 8% 
Cultural and Recreational Services 1% 2% 1% 
Personal and Other Services 10% 7% 4% 
Non-classifiable economic units 1% 1% 1% 
Total Number of Employed Persons 3,629 16,899 222,380 
Occupation (as % of employed persons who stated their occupation) 
Managers and Administrators 6% 9% 13% 
Professionals 16% 16% 13% 
Associate Professionals 10% 12% 12% 
Tradespersons and related workers 11% 12% 15% 
Advanced Clerical and Service Workers 2% 3% 3% 
Intermediate clerical, sales and service workers 13% 14% 13% 
Intermediate Production and Transport workers 8% 8% 11% 
Elementary Clerical, sales and service workers 6% 7% 8% 
Labourers and related workers 28% 19% 12% 
Total Number of Employed Persons 3,629 16,899 222,380 
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Category 
Derby - West 

K imber ley 
K imber ley 

Region (SD) Regional WA 

Employment    
Fulltime Employed (% of employed) 56% 58% 65% 
Part-time Employed (% of employed) 44% 42% 35% 
Labour force (% of total persons 15+) 60% 62% 65% 
Not in Labour Force (% of total persons 15+) 40% 38% 35% 
Unemployment rate 4.1% 4.9% 7.2% 
Household Size    
1 person usually resident 21% 21% 23% 
2 persons usually resident 24% 29% 35% 
3 persons usually resident  15% 15% 15% 
4 persons usually resident  14% 15% 16% 
5 persons usually resident  9% 8% 8% 
6 or more persons usually resident 17% 12% 4% 
Total households (occupied private dwellings) 2,422 13,069 220,772 
Weekly Household Income (% of households that stated their income) 
Negative nil income  1% 1% 1% 
$1 - $199  6% 6% 5% 
$200 - $299  5% 5% 8% 
$300 - $399  11% 9% 11% 
$400  - $499  8% 7% 9% 
$500  - $599  7% 7% 6% 
$600 -  $699  8% 7% 8% 
$700 - $799  9% 7% 6% 
$800 - $999  14% 12% 11% 
$1000  - $1199  9% 10% 9% 
$1200  - $1499  9% 10% 9% 
$1500  - $1999  10% 12% 10% 
$2000 or more  6% 8% 6% 
Household Tenure Type  (% of households that stated their tenure type ) 
Fully Owned 20% 30% 38% 
Being Purchased 9% 12% 25% 
Being Purchased under a Rent - Buy scheme 1% 1% 1% 
Rent by state housing authority (Homeswest) 15% 12% 5% 
Rent Other 47% 35% 24% 
Rent – Type Not Stated 1% 0% 0% 
Other tenure type 8% 9% 5% 
Motor  Vehicles per  Household (% of households that stated the number of vehicles at their dwelling) 
Households with no motor vehicles 27% 18% 8% 
Households with 1 motor vehicle  43% 48% 39% 
Households with 2 motor vehicles  20% 24% 36% 
Households with 3 motor vehicles 10% 10% 17% 
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Category 
Derby - West 

K imber ley 
K imber ley 

Region (SD) Regional WA 

Monthly Housing Loan Repayments (% of households that stated their monthly housing repayment, 
given they have a mortgage) 
$1 - $199 4% 2% 3% 
$200 - $399 7% 4% 12% 
$400 - $599 15% 9% 18% 
$600 - $799 27% 14% 20% 
$800 - $999 17% 15% 18% 
$1000 - $1199 13% 15% 12% 
$1200 - $1399 8% 15% 7% 
$1400 - $1599 3% 7% 3% 
$1600 - $1799 2% 7% 2% 
$1800 - $1999 2% 2% 1% 
$2000  or over 3% 10% 4% 
Weekly Rental Payments (% of households that stated their weekly rental payment, given they rent) 
$1 - $49 31% 23% 12% 
$50 - $99 36% 30% 28% 
$100 - $149 16% 17% 33% 
$150 - $199 10% 11% 16% 
$200 - $249 3% 7% 5% 
$250 - $299 2% 5% 2% 
$300 - $349 0% 2% 1% 
$350 - $399 0% 2% 1% 
$400 - $499 0% 1% 1% 
$500 or over 1% 2% 1% 
Individual Weekly Income  (% of individuals that stated their weekly income) 
Nil 5% 5% 7% 
$1 - $39 0% 1% 2% 
$40 - $79 1% 1% 3% 
$80 - $119 1% 2% 3% 
$120 - $159 6% 5% 6% 
$160 - $199 23% 16% 11% 
$200 - $299 14% 12% 14% 
$300 - $399 8% 9% 10% 
$400 - $499 7% 8% 9% 
$500 - $599 6% 8% 8% 
$600 - $699 6% 6% 6% 
$700 - $799 4% 5% 5% 
$800 - $999 6% 8% 7% 
$1000 - $1499 8% 9% 8% 
$1500 or more 4% 4% 4% 
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4.2 Contacts and Data Sources 

4.2.1 Data Sources 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Births 2001, 2002. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, CDATA 2001, 2nd release, 2001. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Deaths Australia 2001, 2002. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, The Health and Welfare of Australia’s 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 2003, August 2003. 

Crime Research Centre, Crime and Justice Statistics for Western Australia: 
2001.  

Crime Research Centre, Office of Crime Prevention, Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention: Shire of Derby – West Kimberley, 2002. 

Crime Research Centre, University of Western Australia, Aboriginal 
Involvement in the Western Australian Criminal Justice System: A Statistical 
Review, 2001, 2003. 

Crime Research Centre, University of Western Australia, Regional Chart 
Supplement to Aboriginal Involvement in the Western Australian Criminal 
Justice System: A Statistical Review, 2001, 2003. 

Department of Health WA, A Comparative Overview of Aboriginal Health in 
Western Australia, December 2001. 

Department of Health, Epidemiology Branch, HIC, Summary of population 
characteristics and the health and wellbeing of residents of the East and West 
Kimberley Areas (combined reports), December 2004. 

Department of Justice, Adult Offender Annual Statistical Report for Financial 
Year 2001/2002. 

Hunter, E. On Gordian knots and nooses: Aboriginal suicide in the Kimberley, 
1988. 

Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Council, Kimberley Regional 
Aboriginal Health Plan, 1999. 

Road Safety Council, Analysis of Road Crash Statistics 1990 to 1999, 
December 2000. 

Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service  
Provision, Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage: Key Indicators 2003, 
November 2003. 

Silburn, Sven and Robson, Anna (on behalf of the WA Aboriginal Suicide 
Prevention Steering Committee), Strategies for Preventing Indigenous Suicide 
– presentation. 
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Tenant’s Advice Service, Journey to Justice: Submission to the Equal 
Opportunity Commission’s Investigation into the Provision of Public Housing 
To Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in Western Australia, May 
2003. 

The Government of Western Australia, 2004 – 05 Budget Overview: Families 
First, 2004. 

4.2.2 Websites Accessed 

Australian Bureau of Statistics (http://www.abs.gov.au) 

Crime Research Centre (http://www.crc.law.uwa.edu.au) 

Department of Health, Mental Health Promotion Symposium 
(http://www.health.wa.gov.au/mentalhealth/symposium/Indigenous/index.cfm) 

Disability Services Commission 
(http://www.dsc.wa.gov.au/0/48/48/Home.pm) 

Education Department of Western Australia (www.eddept.wa.edu.au) 

Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Council 
(http://www.kamsc.org.au/index.html) 

Kimberley Development Commission 
(http://www.kimberley.wa.gov.au/index.cfm?menu=000&page=home) 

National Centre for Biotechnology Information 
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&
list_uids=3263115&dopt=Abstract) 

Office of Road Safety 

(http://www.officeofroadsafety.wa.gov.au/Research/crash_stats_analysis/index
.html) 

Shire of Derby – West Kimberley (http://www.sdwk.wa.gov.au/) 

4.2.3 Contacts 

Data Analysis Australia would like to thank the following people and 
organisations for their assistance: 

·  The WA Drug and Alcohol Office 

·  Robert Becker, Department of Community Development 

·  Paul Moss, Department of Community Development 

·  Alistair Hutchison, Department of Education and Training 

·  Mischa Cousins, Department of Education and Training 

·  Rory Murray, Department of Education and Training 
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·  David King, Australian Bureau of Statistics 

·  Alison Clements, Department of Indigenous Affairs 

·  Dr Jacki Mein, Kimberley Population Health Unit 

·  Dr Richard Murray, Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Council 

·  Homeswest 


